
 
         HEADQUARTERS:  211 East 43rd Street, Suite 1604, New York, NY  10017 USA | T +1.212.687.7755 |F +1.212.6878409 

              STICHTING PGA: 70 Laan van Meedervoort, The Hague, 2517AN, The Netherlands | T +31.70.360.4433 | F +31.70.364.22.55 
Reply to: denhaag@pgaction.org www.pgaction.org 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
   
   

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

President 
Mr. H.V. Ross Robertson, MP, New Zealand 

Board 
Sen. Carlos Cantero, Chile  

Ms. Irene Torshie Addo, MP, Ghana  

Sen. Jim Walsh, Ireland  

Dr. Mahreen Bhutto, MP, Pakistan 

Dep. Mamadou Lamine Thiam, Senegal 

Mr. Thilanga Sumathipala, MP, Sri Lanka 

Dr. Ruth Wijdenbosch, MP, Suriname 

Ms. Marie Nordén, MP, Sweden 

Dr. Yusuf Ziya Irbec, MP, Turkey 

Mr. Mark Pritchard, MP, United Kingdom 

Dip. Felipe Michelini, Uruguay 

 

Treasurer 

Ms. Margareta Cederfelt, MP, Sweden 
 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 
 

Chair 
 Dip. Minou Tavárez Mirabal, Dominican Republic 

 
Councillors  

Dip. Raul Barrandeguy, Argentina  

Ms. Melissa Parke, MP, Australia 

Dep. Alain Destexhe, Belgium 

Dep. Marcel Djimasse, Central African Republic 

Dep. Dieudonné Upira Sunguma, DR Congo 

Mr. Jeppe Kofod, MP, Denmark 

Dip. Christian Paredes, Dominican Republic 

Mr. Helmut Scholz, MEP, European Parliament 

Hon. Alban Bagbin, MP, Ghana  

Shri Tariq Anwar, MP, India  

Hon. Lapo Pistelli, MP, Italy  

Mr. Gabriel Smith, MP, Liberia 

Hon. Dato’ Seri Mohamed Nazri, MP, Malaysia 

Ms. Katrina Shanks, MP, New Zealand 

Syed Naveed Qamar, MP, Pakistan  

Mr. Shaika M. Sama, MP, Sierra Leone 

Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, MP, Sri Lanka 

Mr. Hugo Jabini, MP, Suriname 

Ms. Pindi Chana, MP, Tanzania 

Mr. Stephen Tashobya, MP, Uganda 

 
SECRETARIAT 
Secretary-General 

Shazia Z. Rafi 
 

NGO in general consultative status 
with the Economic and Social Council 

 
 

 
 
 

 
   
 

                         

                 

 
 
 

New York/The Hague, October 1, 2013 
 
H.M. Shaikh Hamad bin ‘Issa Al Khalifa 
Office of H.M. the King 
P.O. Box 555 
Rifa’a Palace, al-Manama, Bahrein 
KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN  
 
Your Majesty, 
 
On behalf of Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA), an association of over 
1,000 Legislators in more than 130 countries worldwide, we are writing this open 
letter to you today in connection with the arrest on 17 September 2013, of Mr. 
Khalil al-Marzooq.  
  
Between 2006 and until his resignation as a Member of Parliament to your Majesty 
in March 2011, Mr. Al Marzooq served as member of PGA leading initiatives of 
political dialogue with both the government and the opposition to enhance respect 
for the rule of law in Bahrain and promoting as well the ratification by Bahrain of 
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. Mr. Al Marzooq's 
leadership in this area was duly recognized by our global membership and he was 
subsequently elected, until the date of tendering of his resignation, as a member of 
the Executive Committee of our organization.  
  
Your Majesty, in July 2011 you launched the Bahrain National Dialogue. Our 
organization, together with the International Community, has welcomed this 
development as one of the key measures to restore unity in Bahrain and address the 
demands of civil society. As you know, Mr. Al Marzooq has been a leading member 
of the Al Wefaq delegation participating in the National Dialogue.  
In this regard, we are deeply concerned vis-a-vis the successful outcome of this 
National Dialogue in the event Mr. Al Marzooq remains in detention and no longer 
an active partner in this process. Indeed, his detention casts a long and dark 
shadow over this entire process and all must be done to ensure it is not stalled at 
this critical point in time.  
  
In addition, numerous organizations have analysed the speeches and statements of 
Mr. Al Marzooq, and Parliamentarians for Global Action can attest to his deep, 
longstanding and personal commitment to non violence, to democracy and the rule 
of law.  
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With the greatest humility, in the apparent absence of clear and compelling evidence substantiating 
the allegations that appear to justify Mr. Al Marzooq’s current detention, we appeal to Your 
Highness to intervene in his favour, to ensure that all the charges are dropped and the case is 
closed, and to ensure the physical and mental safety of Mr. Al Marzooq while in detention.  As an 
alternative, and pending further investigations fully respecting the Rule of Law and the rights of 
individuals, we respectfully request that Mr. Al Marzooq at least be released from detention during 
this period of time. 
 
Your Majesty – for so long, your Kingdom had served as an example and beacon of the benefits 
accruing from peaceful rule. It is our fervent hope, therefore, that the circumstances needed to 
ensure the continuity of this state of affairs –including strong adherence to all aspects of the Rule 
of Law– will be a high priority for the Government of Bahrain. 
  
We are confident of your continued wisdom to give meaningful spaces in your Kingdom’s peace 
process to those who reject violence. The peace of the Kingdom and the progressive development 
of a fair and free society are at stake.  
  
Please be assured, Your Majesty, of our highest regard for your continued steadfast commitment, 
devotion and dedication to upholding the Rule of Law in Bahrain – in all of its manifestations. 
 
On behalf of Parliamentarians for Global Action: 
 

 
H.V. Ross Robertson, MP (New Zealand) 
President, Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA) 
Assistant Speaker of Parliament (New Zealand) 

 

 
Dip. Mamadou Lamine Thiam (Senegal) 
Member of the Executive Committee, PGA 
Convenor, Peace & Democracy Programme 
 

 
Dip. Felipe Michelini (Uruguay) 
Member of the Executive Committee, PGA 
Convenor, International Law & Human Rights Programme 
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