
 1 / 27 
Media Monitoring Rabat 2012  Parliamentarians for Global Action 

 

 
PGA Consultations on the ICC in Morocco  

(Bilateral Meetings of Ambassador Tiina Intelman) 
& 

5th Meeting of PGA’s Working Group on the Universality of the Rome Statute in the Middle 
East and Mediterranean 

Parliament of Morocco 
Rabat, 16 – 18 May 2012 

 
Media Monitoring 16-21 May 2012 

[Final version with translations and transcripts] 

 

A) Television 

 

01. Video reportage, “Foreign Minister Ottomani meets Amb. Intelmann”, 16 May 2012, 

20h  11h15, CHANEL 1, ALEMAGHRIBIYA, (TV journal, Arabic) available at 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odAeMsz9EX4&feature=plcp 

 

TRANSCIRIPT: 

… and with regards to the external relations of Morocco, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Mr. Saad Dine El Otmani, held 

a meeting today with the President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Ms. Tiina 

Entelmann. Mr. Ahmad El Alaoui (Reporter) covered the event: 

During his interview with the President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Mr Saad 

Dine El Otmani highlighted the changes and reforms recently conducted by Morocco, indicating that the country is strongly determined to honor 

its international commitments. 

Ms. Tiina Intelmann, 

President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute: 

Morocco has undertaken several reforms that led to the adoption of a new Constitution. We do hope that Morocco will ratify a certain number 

of international conventions, among which the Statute of Rome, which was signed by Morocco in 2000. 

Reporter: 

The meeting was the opportunity to review the different challenges facing the International Criminal Court, to raise the issue of conformity by 

signatory States, and to outline the different roles and functions of the Court.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odAeMsz9EX4&feature=plcp
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02. Video reportage, “Meeting on the ICC at the Moroccan Parliament”, 17 May 2012, 

11h15, CHANEL 1, ALEMAGHRIBIYA, (TV journal, Arabic) available at 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uLOoG9bj_w&list=UUleyTzieL1z9OabsUMYYT7w

&feature=plcp 

TRANSCIRIPT: 

Newscaster: The fifth meeting of the international working group on the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court opened today at 

the House of Representatives, in the presence of parliamentarians from Morocco and a certain number of Arab countries. The meeting outlined 

the role of the International Criminal Court and highlighted the importance of the Rome Statute for the protection of civilians.  

Reporters (Ms. Zakia Belkas and Mr. Mohamed Nassiri): 

The working group comprised of parliamentarians from North Africa, the Middle East and the Gulf, is to examine the objectives of the 

Rome Statute and its role in promoting human values and fighting impunity. 

Ms. Tiina Intelmann, President of the Assembly of States Parties to The Rome Statute: 

There are all kinds of perceptions about the work of the International Criminal Court, but the most important of all involves impunity. Our 

goal is precisely to combat impunity; a goal that is also important for Morocco and all the countries of the region. 

Mr. Hicham Cherkhaoui 

International Expert, Fight against Impunity : 

We are discussing the legal and constitutional issues that may hamper ratification by Morocco of the Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court. Furthermore, we are in the process of finalizing some constitutional and legal provisions that will help the Moroccan 

government in ratifying the Statute. 

Reporter: 

Morocco signed the Rome Statute twelve years ago. However, in the Arab region, only Tunisia and Jordan have ratified it so far.  

Mr. Jamil Nimri, 

President of the Democratic Coalition, Jordanian Parliament: 

We want all the countries of North Africa, the Middle East and the Gulf region to adhere to this international organization. But one party is 

likely to continue opposing it, and that is Israel, because it is the only party that commits, on a daily basis, crimes against humanity and war 

crimes against the Palestinian people. 

Reporter: 

The fifth meeting of the working group on the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court will also study the concept of complementarity 

and the legal challenges that prevent implementation of the Statute, as well as the mechanisms to protect civilians and democracy enhancement. 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uLOoG9bj_w&list=UUleyTzieL1z9OabsUMYYT7w&feature=plcp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uLOoG9bj_w&list=UUleyTzieL1z9OabsUMYYT7w&feature=plcp
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B) Radio 

 

03.  “An official from the ICC wishes Morocco to ratify the Rome Statute”, 17 May 2012, 

MEDI 1 RADIO (from cable of Maghrebi Agence Press, Radio and Online, French) 

(pdf enclosed) also available at 

http://www.medi1.com/infos/actualite/actualite.php?idinf=24373 

  

  
C) Printed Press (in order of relevance) 

 

04. “In order to put an end to human rights violations in Tindouf and prosecute 

perpetrators, Yatim and Lachguar urge ratification of  the Rome Statute”, 18-May-

2012, AL MASSAA (Newspaper Print, p. 4, Arabic), by Mohammed Bouhrid (pdf enclosed) 

 

TRANSLATION: Mr Mohamed Yatim, member of the Justice and Development Group at the House of Representatives, and Mr Driss 

Lachaguar, member of the Socialist Group at the same House, called upon the government to ratify the Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court so as to facilitate prosecution and trial of the authors of massive violations of human rights in Tindouf camps. 

Addressing the Assabah Newspaper yesterday morning in Rabat, following the opening session of a meeting with international 

Parliamentarians for the ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Mr Yatim said “There is nothing left to be 

feared by Morocco if it now ratified the Rome Statute, in light of the substantial progress it has made in promoting human rights”, while Mr 

Lachguar expressed his wish that ratification be effected during the current legislative mandate. 

Mr Yatim pinpointed the opportunities this ratification meant for Morocco, as the latter can “use it to confront human rights violations 

against Moroccan Saharan citizens by prosecuting the perpetrators and dragging them before the International Criminal Court”. 

The Justice and Development Group leader added that ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court would enhance 

Morocco’s credibility on the international scene. He mentioned the possibility for Morocco to ratify the Statute, but with reservations about 

those provisions that are contrary to domestic law, since the new Constitution views torture as a crime punishable by law, and insists on 

fighting impunity. 

Mr Yatim warned however against some “imperfections” contained in the Statute of this international judicial Commission, pointing mainly to 

the right of referral and postponement granted to the Security Council, which is controlled by five States with the right of veto. 

For his part, Mr Lachguar declared that the “ratification of the Statute has become a national duty, not only a human or legal (human rights) 

one”. 

He recalled that the previous consensus-based government led by Mr Abderrahmane El Youssoufi took the initiative of signing this convention 

as a first step towards its ratification, but the work initiated by the previous government came to a halt after the new government was appointed 

in autumn 2002. 

Mr Lachguar announced that the Moroccan Parliament was now quite favourable to ratifying the Rome Statute, while Ms Tiina Intelmann, 

President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, expressed her availability to open a 

dialogue with Morocco and the rest of Arab countries on the International Criminal Court so as to encourage them to join the Statute by 

ratifying it. 

According to Ms Intelmann, Arab states are not strongly present at the International Criminal Court, as only four of them have ratified the 

Rome Statute so far, i.e. Jordan, Djibouti, Comoro Islands, and Tunisia, while the total of the States having ratified the Statute has reached 

121.  

http://www.medi1.com/infos/actualite/actualite.php?idinf=24373
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05. “Yatim Pushes for Ratification of Statute of Rome: Ratification to Enable Morocco 

to Prosecute Authors of Human Right Violations in Tindouf”, 18 May 2012, 

ATTAJDID (Newspaper, Arabic), by Khaled Majdoub (pdf enclosed) 

TRANSLATION: The Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives, Mr Mohamed Yatim, urged for the ratification of the Rome 

Statute of the International Criminal Court last Thursday in Rabat. 

During a meeting with Parliamentarians for Global Action for the ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Mr 

Yatim said that ratification would allow Morocco to prosecute and try the authors of human rights violations in Tindouf camps, by bringing 

the culprits before the International Court. 

He then stressed the need for Morocco to express reservations on those provisions of the Statute that are conflicting with its domestic law, 

especially as the Constitution now considers torture to be a crime punishable by law, and insists on fighting impunity. Ratification of the 

Statute by Morocco, he said, would only enhance its credibility on the international scene. 

Mr Yatim also urged the international Court to remedy the numerous imperfections affecting its Statute, which might lead, according to him, to 

double standards and impair the Court’s independence, pointing to the situation in Palestine and Iraq and the Court’s position in relation 

with violations committed in those two countries. He concluded that many countries were reluctant to join the Statute of the Court because of 

such imperfections. 

For his part, Mr Driss Lachagar, member of the Socialist Group, said the position of Parliament about ratifying the Statute was favourable, 

stating that ratification had become a national duty, not only a human or legal one. 

Finally, Ms Intelmann, the President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Statute of Rome, explained that only four out of 22 Arab 

countries have ratified the Statute, and that the current meeting was precisely aimed at encouraging Arab states to join this Convention and 

ratify it. 

  
 

06. “Parliamentarians urge Government to Ratify the Rome Statute: Lachguar 

Underscores Need to Join International Dynamics Against Impunity”, 19 May 2012, 

ASSABAH (Newspaper, p. 9 , Arabic), (pdf enclosed) 

 

TRANSLATION: A number of parliamentarians urged the government to ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 

during the international seminar organized by the House of Representatives in coordination with the international organization 

Parliamentarians for Global Action, yesterday (Friday) and the day before (Thursday), in the presence of Moroccan parliamentarians and 

their counterparts from Egypt, Tunisia, Jordan, Yemen, and Iraq. 

The seminar was the opportunity to review international experiences in relation with the ratification of the Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court. 

Mr Mohamed Yatim, member of the Justice and Development Group at the House of Representatives and Chairperson of the session, 

underscored the importance of the International Criminal Court, presenting it as a new judicial mechanism whose prime mission is to combat 

impunity. He then invited all stakeholders to join in the process of ratification of the Rome Statute, in line with a recommendation by the 

Equity and Reconciliation Commission, and to study all the hurdles disrupting the work of the Court. He specifically pointed to the negative 

role (e.g. right of referral) of the Security Council, a situation that may be conducive to double standards and disturb the course of justice. 

For his part, Mr Driss Lachgar, member of the Socialist Group at the House, stressed the need to join the international dynamics to combat 

impunity by ratifying the Rome Statute. He said the provisions of the new Constitution would certainly help in overcoming all  past constraints, 
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by criminalizing the violations specified in the Court’s Statute, i.e. war crimes, crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, and crimes of 

aggression, not to mention the recognition by the Constitution of the primacy of international conventions on domestic law. 

In the same context, Ms Tiina Intelmann, President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute, who was recently elected by 121 

states, said she was happy about the seminar being held inside the House of Representatives, and expressed her willingness to open a dialogue 

with Morocco and the rest of Arab countries that are not yet members of the Court. 

According to Mr Hisham Charkaoui, international expert and advisor to Parliamentarians for Global Action, Morocco is required to 

operationalize the provisions of its new Constitution, and stop hesitating and showing groundless fear of many international conventions. 

Indeed, the Arab Spring is an historic opportunity to give due consideration to human dignity, ratify all human rights conventions, and in 

particular the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. Ms Tiina Intelmann and the experts of Parliamentarians for Global 

Action held consultations with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, an official from the Ministry of Justice and the Chairman of 

the National Council of Human Rights. 

It is to be mentioned that Morocco signed, in 2000, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, but has not ratified it yet for 

reasons involving inadequacy of some provisions of the Statute with the (former) Moroccan Constitution and domestic law, especially with 

regards to “national sovereignty, the immunity principle, grace, referral, and non-suit due to statute of limitations”. 

Pundits say Morocco is required, more than ever before, to ratify the Rome Statute in light of its new Constitution and the advanced stages of 

progress achieved in terms of human rights.  

  
 

07. “Questions for Tina Intelmann: Decision to Ratify ICC’s Rome Statute up to 

Morocco”, 15-May-2012, AL MASSAA (Newspaper, p. 4, Arabic), by Mohamed Bouhrid, 

(pdf enclosed) 

 

TRANSLATION: 

1. What is the purpose of your current visit in Morocco? 

- I am visiting Morocco to take part in an international seminar on the International Criminal Court organized by the Moroccan Parliament. 

This is my first visit in Morocco. As President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, I 

work a lot with the states that have ratified the Statute, but also with those states, like Morocco, that have signed but not yet ratified it. Our 

joint efforts aim at combatting impunity. The Rome Statute was adopted in 1998, and entered into force in 2002. The importance of this 

Court is reflected in its motto: “Zero Impunity”. 

2. What about the position of Morocco regarding the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute? 

- Very few Arab countries are parties to the Rome Statute, among which Morocco and Egypt. Many have signed the Statute but have not 

ratified it yet. It is the case of Morocco. Our goal is to promote the Rome Statute and highlight its significance. But the final decision to sign or 

ratify it is sovereign. It lies with the States. We do respect sovereign decisions and do not seek to exert any pressure on States. We reiterate that 

we are here to engage in a dialogue, nothing else. Morocco has never been in a better position to join the Statute, especially in the light of the 

recent amendments to the Constitution and subsequent new developments. As a result, Morocco now criminalises genocide crimes, war crimes 

and crimes against humanity. 

3. Have you sensed any willingness on the part of Morocco to ratify the Rome Statute after adopting the new 

Constitution? 

- The idea was a positive one, and has been widely welcomed in Morocco. The decision is now in the hands of the Moroccan government. I hope 

there will be a consensus among all the parties involved towards ratifying the Rome Statute. I do appreciate the high level of awareness 

displayed by the Moroccan authorities, unlike what is happening in other countries where they fail to comprehend the issue. We want the 

family of States Parties to the Rome Statute to be fully aware. The strength of this Statute lies, first and foremost, on will and voluntary 

participation. 
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08. “Officials from ICC call upon Morocco to join Rome Statute”, 18 May 2012,  AL 

AHDATH AL MAGHRIBIYA (Newspaper, Arabic), by Al Jilali Ben Halima, (pdf enclosed) 

  

 

TRANSLATION: To date, Morocco has signed the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, among thirteen other Arab 

countries, without fully adhering to it. Morocco, represented by its former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Mohamed Benaïssa, expressed in 

the past formal rejection of the Rome Statute, although it had approved in principle the establishment of the international Criminal Court in 

September 2000, when Mr Abderrahmane El Youssoufi was the head of government. Since then, human rights activists have spared no effort 

to have Morocco withdraw its decision not to ratify the Rome Statute, which was but an international conference (sic!) held in the Italian 

Capital, Rome, during which the international community finished drafting the rules governing the international Criminal Court. 

Ms Tiina Intelmann, President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute, has been visiting Morocco for three days, accompanied 

by a representative of the General Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. She met with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation, Mr Saad Dine El Otmani, and the Director of Criminal Affairs and Grace, Mr Mohamed Abdenabaoui, on behalf of the 

Minister of Justice and Freedoms, Mr Mustapha Ramid, who left yesterday for Saint Petersburg, Russia. According to very close sources to 

Ms Intelmann, her visit and meetings with a number of Moroccan officials are meant to encourage the new members of Mr Benkiran’s 

government to sign the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, and to explore the ways and means for Morocco to ratify it, thus 

becoming a full member of the International Criminal Court. 

Regardless of the fundamental mission of this international judicial mechanism in prosecuting and trying the perpetrators of crimes that 

generally fall under the category of crimes of genocide, as defined in the 1998 Convention, or crimes against humanity committed on a large 

scale or specifically targeted against a group of civilians, including premeditated murder, slavery, rape, sexual slavery, forced prostitution and 

child labour, or war crimes that are considered as massive violations of the principles of human rights international law, as defined by the four 

1949 Geneva Conventions, or crimes of aggression. Former Moroccan Ministers of Foreign Affairs always expressed reservations concerning 

the ratification of the Rome Statute, which they viewed to be conflicting with the Moroccan Constitution. 

  
09. “Moroccan Parliament states : The new Constitution allows Morocco to ratify the 

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court"17 May 2012, MAGHREBI 

AGENCE PRESS (Cable from Moroccan Parliament, French and Arabic), (pdf enclosed) 

Available also http://mapinfo.map.ma/online/depecheDetail.do?idDepeche=4034770 

  

  
 

10. “Politicians say Constitution Allows Morocco to Ratify the Statute of Rome Statute”, 

18 May 2012, AKHBAR AL YAOUM (Newspaper, p. 2, reprint from cable, Arabic) (pdf 

enclosed)  
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11. "An official from the ICC wishes Morocco to ratify the Rome Statute”, 16 May 2012 

MAGHREBI AGENCE PRESS (Cable from Moroccan Parliament, French and Arabic),  

(pdf enclosed) Available also, 

http://mapinfo.map.ma/online/depecheDetail.do?idDepeche=4032960  

TRANSLATION: The President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Mrs Tiina 

Intelmann, currently visiting Morocco, expressed today, Wednesday, in Rabat, her hope that the kingdom ratifies the Rome Statute of the 

international Criminal Court. 

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court was signed by Morocco in 2000. It entered into force in 2002 after ratif ication by 

139 states in 1998. 

Following an interview with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Mr Saad Dine El Otmani, Ambassador Intelmann declared: 

“I have a political mission, which is to engage a dialogue with the States Parties to the Rome Statute, but also with those states that are not 

yet members of the Court. And we do hope that Morocco will join the list of Member States”. 

After commending the political reforms and the dynamics Morocco boasts at all levels, the President of the Assembly of States Parties to the 

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court expressed her confidence that the Kingdom would “consecrate its advances” by ratifying 

other international conventions, amongst which the Statute of Rome. 

It is to be mentioned that the International Criminal Court is a permanent international judicial Commission, whose mandate is to prosecute 

and try those individuals that have committed genocide crimes, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. 

Its Statute was ratified during an international conference on 17 July 1998, and entered into force on July 1st, 2002. 

  

  
12. “An official from the ICC wishes Morocco to ratify the Rome Statute”, 18 May 2012, 

LE MATIN EXPRESS, (from cable of Maghrebi Agence Press, Arabic, Print) 

(pdf enclosed) 

  
 

D) Online Press 

 

13. “Parliamentarians for Global Action Meet in Rabat to Promote ICC”, 19 May 2012, 

AL HAYAT (Online, Arabic), by Fath Allah Arrifai, (pdf enclosed), also available at,  

http://www.alhayatanniyabia.com/news275.html  

 

TRANSLATION: The Moroccan Parliament hosted, on 17-18 May 2012, the fifth meeting of the working group on the Rome Statute of 

the International Criminal Court in North Africa, the Middle East and the Gulf. 

The meeting, whose opening session was chaired by Mr Mohamed Yatim, First Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives, in the 

presence of Mr Ben Adessadek (Justice and Development Group), Mr Mohamed El Yazghi (Socialist Group), Ambassador Tiina 

Intelmann, President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute, and Coskun Coruz, Deputy Coordinator for the Human Rights 

International Law Program of Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA), an organization established in 1979, comprising more than 

1000 parliamentarians from 113 countries around the world. Parliamentarians for Global Action have been conducting world campaigns to 

promote the universality of the International Criminal Court since the adoption of the Rome Statute in 1998 in Rome. Its members have 

contributed to the ratification of the Statute by 75 states out of 121 signatory states, through incorporation of international crimes in the 

legislations of over 30 states. The Organization has two offices, one at the United Nations in New York, and the second next to the 

International Criminal Court’s building in The Hague. 
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Four major themes were tackled during the meeting: 

Challenges involving international crime prevention in the region. Presentations on the subject were delivered by Dr Afifi, Egyptian MP and 

Deputy Chairman of the Human Rights Committee, Mr Jamal Thamri, Jordanian MP and Representative of the Yemeni Parliament, and 

Mr El Arbi Ben Saleh Abid, Tunisian MP, Second Deputy President of the Assembly. 

The International Criminal Court, international politics and the justice system. Ms Tiina Intelmann, President of the Assembly of States 

Parties to the Rome Statute, delivered a presentation of this topic, while Ms Deborah Louise provided comments on the amendments to the 

Rome Statute regarding war crimes. 

The International Criminal Court: latest developments. Mr Rod Rastan, from the ICC Prosecutor’s Office, made a presentation, while Mr 

Coskun Coruz from Holland, Deputy Coordinator of PGA international law and human rights program, offered a few comments on the 

issue.  

The principle of complementarity and challenges involving “adequacy” and immunity. Presentations were delivered on the subject by Judge 

Driss El Hamraoui from the “High Institute of Magistrates”, Mr Mohamed El Bazaz, member of the National Committee for Human 

Rights International Law, Ms Fatima Azahraa Boukassi, Secretary General at the Ministry of Justice, and Mr Ayad, former judge at the 

criminal tribunal in Rwanda, while Mr David Donat  offered a few comments. 

The International Criminal Court, protection of civilians and democracy enhancement. This theme involves the section pertaining to the 

protection of women and children in the Rome Statute. Ms Latifa Ajbabdi, President of “Female Action” and a former member of the 

Equity and Reconciliation Commission delivered a presentation on the subject. Other related themes, e.g. International Criminal Law and the 

Rule of Law, were also debated. Ms Leila El Hanafi made a presentation titled: “The international Coalition in favour of the International 

Criminal Court”. 

Mr Hicham Charkaoui, expert in the fight against impunity and Coordinator of the Moroccan Coalition for the International Criminal 

Court, provided a few comments on the position of the civil society. 

The meeting also discussed strategy related challenges and current issues, and was presented with a joint parliamentarian report on the 

following topics: 

- Challenges involving a fair international justice system, bases of Constitutions, and the efficiency of the international criminal court. In this 

context, the Website of “Al Hayat Anniyabia” invited Ms Tiina Intelmann, President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome 

Statute, for the following interview: 

Al Hayat Anniyabia: Ms Ambassador, your fifth meeting, hosted by the Moroccan House of Representatives, dealt with a large number 

of issues involving the International Criminal Court. What is your feeling after your first day of work? 

Ambassador Tiina Intelmann: We are here as guests of the Moroccan Parliament for two days. The meeting allowed us to discuss the 

Rome Statute, the work mechanisms of the International Criminal Court, as this institution was established about a decade ago, and Morocco 

is one of the countries that signed the Rome Statute, but has not ratified it yet. We are here to engage in a dialogue, and to promote the 

International Criminal Court. We have notice a remarkable attendance by parliamentarians from Morocco, Tunisia, Yemen and other Arab 

countries. The morning session was brisk with ideas floated by participants. 

Al Hayat Anniyabia: Was Morocco on the agenda of Parliamentarians for Global Action to hold a meeting here at the Moroccan 

Parliament? 

Ambassador Tiina Intelmann: This event is the initiative of international parliamentarians. We hope we shall continue holding such 

meetings to further awareness of the Statute of Rome, and to advance the cause of democracy and justice around the world. 

  

  
 

14. “Human Rights: ICC meets Moroccan civil society”, 21 May 2012, LE SOIR, (Society, 

p. 9, French) by N.B.N, (pdf enclosed)   
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