
 
 
 
 

 

 
PGA Statement on the Situation in Libya 

 
New York/The Hague, February 22, 2011: Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA) calls upon the 
Government of Libya to immediately cease any attack directed against the civilian population, 
including unarmed protesters, and recalls that a widespread or systematic attack against any civilian 
population through extermination, murder, torture, arbitrary imprisonment and other inhumane acts is 
a crime against humanity under customary international law. 
 
Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA) reminds that under international humanitarian law and 
international criminal law, as reaffirmed by the Geneva Conventions (1948, 1977) and the Rome 
Statute of the ICC (1998), military subordinates have an obligation to disobey any manifestly unlawful 
order, which include any order relating to the wilful bombing or targeting of civilians. 
 
Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA) calls for the urgent intervention all universal and regional 
organizations that have a mandate to restore and maintain international peace and security, including 
the Peace and Security of the African Union and the United Nations Security Council, which has 
included a urgent meeting on the situation in Libya at 9 AM on Tuesday 22 February 2011. 
 
If the UN Millennium Summit of 2005 unanimously accepted that there is a “responsibility to protect” 
the undefended civilian population in cases of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and 
other gross violations of human rights, the Libyan situation represents squarely the scenario that this 
doctrine of international intervention is deemed to prevent or address.  
 
According the public information sources available to Parliamentarians for Global Action, the Libyan 
situation encompasses an uncontrolled bloodshed that poses an immediate threat to international 
peace and security under article 39, Chapter VII, of the UN Charter.  
 
Therefore, Parliamentarians for Global Action calls on the UN Security Council and the AU Peace 
and Security Council to undertake all necessary actions to protect the Libyan civilian population 
including, but not limited to, the imposition of an arms-embargo, individual-sanctions against the 
personalities exercising effective control over the campaign of systematic violence (e.g. freezing of 
assets) and effective measures aimed at blocking the influx of mercenaries from third countries.  
 
Other more intrusive measures provided for by Chapter VII of the UN Charter shall be actively 
considered by the Members of the UN Security Council due to the legal and moral obligation to halt 
the massacres and other serous violations of international humanitarian law. 
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