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REFERENCE: NDA/01-2007/ATT

The Department for Disarmament Affairs presents its compliments to the
Permanent Mission of ... to the United Nations and has the honour to refer to
resolution 61/89 entitled “Towards an arms trade treaty: establishing common
international standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms”
adopted by the General Assembly on 6 December 2006. By operative paragraph 1, the
General Assembly:.

“Requests the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member States on
the feasibility, scope and draft parameters for a comprehensive, legally binding -
instrument establishing common international standards for the import, export
and wansfer of conventional arms, and to submit a report on the subject to the
General Assembly at its sixty-second session”.

The Department for Disarmament Affairs would be grateful if, in preparation of
its views, the Permanent Mission’s Government would consider including information
on the following: (i) elements of the conventional arms trade that should be included
in the scope of the envisaged arms trade treaty; (ii) principles, guidelines and
parameters that should govern the international transfer of conventional arms; and
(iii) any other features that might contribute to the development and adoption of an
effective arms trade treaty.

The Department for Disarmament Affairs would appreciate it if the Permanent
Mission’s Government could communicate its views on the subject to the Department

by 30 April 2007, so as to facilitate issuance of a report in time for consideration by
the General Assembly.
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