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| The Second Sub-regional ‘South or} v
' HIV/AIDS."?human trafﬁqkmgand i

Asian Parliamentary Seminar ‘on
HIV/AIDS ended in the city yester-
day with'a call to create massive

deadly disease.

The speakers at the concludrng

-session ‘of the two-day seminar

said HIV/AIDS is not only a clinical

issue but also a political one to be
) addressed onanurgent basis.

“The,séminar was orgamsed by
Parliamentanans for Global Actiop
(PGA) at a city hotel with the sup- :
"port of UN and other 1nternat10nal ’

orgamsatlons sl

Deputy Leader ‘;5: the’

‘Opposition in Parliament Advocate

 Abdul Hamid attended “the con-"?

cludlng sessionas chiefguest.
Chaired by .Barrister Zlaur

Rahman Khan MP, the session was. .-

“hoderated by Zahiruddin Swapan

_ MP and attended by Shazra ZRafi, -

1 peoplelm general S
' public awareness to combat the'

otheér serious issues affectmg:'th

He also read out 4 message sent

Iy 'ermessage.:‘ _
government in 1996 recognlsed

" HIV/AIDS as a natronal ,problem

~and. took: 1rnmed1ater .measures to

combatshﬁdrseasp, ride y a0 Mih

She’ said apart from national -

“actions, joint collaboration among 8 spec1a1 envoyxof the UN secre‘tary}

the nerghbourlng countries “is™ general for HIV/AIDS in*Asia*and’

imperative to tackle the disease . s
- bécause of :its: Cross- boundary
. nature PRt e

]atrya Party Charrman H M
Ershad also sent a message to the
sermnax: : AR

_ Asran Reglon of Actlon A1d John

Were present at the concludmg

“the sermnar where Dr Naﬁs Sadlk

* Pacific, was the keynote speaker

* Parliamentarians from different '
‘countries- 1nclud;ng I'ndra,j-
Pakistan; Nepal‘“ : hand..
‘Canada along with: mternatmnal
experts and rnernbers of: deferent',

semmar L

M&A'mpo\i\'w\ N&DS
Janugry 28, 2006

Pacy




Khaleda calls

for collective
efforts to
fight AIDS

UNB, DHAKA

Describing HIV/AIDS as a global ;
‘development crisis, Prime Minister -

Begum Khaleda Zia yesterday urged
all to come up with .collective and

‘coordinated efforts at local, national, . {
regional and international levels to. |

get over the health menace. .
Begum Khaleda Zia, also current
chairperson of SAARC, made the call

while inaugurating the Second Sub-
regional Parliamentary Serpinar on

HIV/AIDS -in South = Asia by

‘Parliamentarians for Global Action-

(PGA) at Pan Pacific Sonargaon.
"~ "We must also learn from our

mistakes and successes, and critical- |

ly review our past experiences in

order to move forward," she-told the -
seminar attended by members of:

PGA from both home and abroad,

diplomats and representative of |

international organisations.

Some important steps at regional -

level have been taken .to fight
HIV/AIDS, she said adding that the

South Asian leaders at the recently:
-concluded 13th SAARC Summit in-
Dhaka welcomed the preparation of .

a collective SAARC strategy to prevent

the spread of the disease in the

region. :
The South Asxan leaders also rati-

fied the SAARC convention on traf-
ficking of women and ° children

which, while protecting women and

children, will help prevent the
spread of HIV/AIDS. The leaders also -|
approved the SAARC Development. "
Goals (SDGs), one of which is to

contain HIV/AIDS, she added.
Quoting UN-AIDS that some 8.2

million people were living with

HIV/AIDS at the end of 2004, she

said a2 number of countries in Asia |

have shown either nation-wide epi-

demic or serious and locahsed epl-

demic.

ally shifting from Alfrica to Asia’and

experiences also indicate that .

HIV/AIDS has no racial, class or reli-
gious bias. "No country can claim
immunity from HIV epidemic..

The Prime Mlmster sald 1t is
feared that AIDS epicenter is gradu--
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KAR.ACHI, Jan 31: Parlia-

| mentarians, including members
of national assembly, Senate and

four provincial -assemblies, have
suggested absolute transparency
and accountability with regard to

| funding allocated to NGOs work- '

.‘ing in socal and health sectors,
[ 'pamcularly for HIV/Aids control,

1.by the government as well as the

- international donor agencies.
~They were making recommen-

{: dations at the second day of the .

Provincial Parliamentary
Seminar on HIV/Aids - Policy,
which concluded here on
Tuesday.

Summing up the proceedings

. Kashmala Tariq said: “We being
custodians and elected represen-
tatives of the people of Pakistan
must know where and how the
money being provided for public
welfare is spent”.

~ Parliamentarians had earlier
taken strong exception to the
remarks made by an NGO repre-
sentative regarding indifference
of politicians towards pertinent
issues of the masses.

She recommended close coor-
dination between federal and
provincial assembly members
and the Aids Control Programme
Managers, working in each of the
four provinces, so as to help
ensuring that the public repre-
sentatives know actual status of
work being taking place in con-
text of HIVS/Aids prevention and
support to the patients.

This coordination would also
help strengthen the programme
in each of the provinces once they
were kept wellinformed about
the growing or changing needs
with the passage of time.

On behalf of parliamentarians,

| she assured that they would help

providing all support to the pro-

| gramme with spedific reference
i to availability of medication,

which was expensive and beyond

i means of most of the patients,
| mainly pertaining to poor seg-

ments of the society.

“Gap between NGOs, parlia-
mentarians and bureaucracy
needs to be bridged,” Kashmala
...Tanq suggested. .- -

suggested that the provinces

| should ensure timely submission

al hamentanans moot concmaes

-NWFP. Assembly), Dr Muzzafar

“Talib Imam (Sindh Assembly)

of the two-day moot, MNA -

.umea-provincial and. unauonal.asse!nai
“Referring to availability” 68" ““blies, Senat&UNAIDS; "UNDPE
{ funds provided to all four
1 provinces by the World Bank, she

of their respective projects -and"
avoid any unnecessary delay.
:MPAs Zubaida Khatoon (from

Ali (Punjab Assembly), Syed:

and Balochistan Health Minister |}
Hafiz Abdullah in their respec- |
tive recommendations assured all
efforts to initiate legislation and |
also its implementation to pro-
vide blood screening facilities
and provision for safe blood as
well as disposable synnges and '
other required facilities, in all
parts of the country, to prevent |
further spread of the HIV.

They underscored the need for 4
developing information material i}
about the disease, its causes, pre-
vention and control, in all region— 4
al languages. |

They were also unanimous in'}§
their opinion to involve, motivate
and educate religious preachers
to realize intensity and actual |
facts without any. bias about the: |
disease and educate people to |
protect themselves and their dear |
ones against it. 'k

They suggested building close |
linkages between members of the
national assembly, provincial
assemblies and local govern-
ments, to help protect people [}
from their respective constituen- }:
cies against the scourge, with [i
maximum strength and necessary f:
coordination, despite all political ;
differences. :

Balochistan Health Minister |
Hafiz Abdullah said that he
would ensure convening a full |
session of the provincial assem- |
bly about the disease involving
all members to ascertain their
role in protecting their people
against the disease.

Dr Aldo Landi mentioned that
Pakistan had been provided with
a golden opportunity to contain
further spread of the disease and
said that people here did have
strong family values, especially in
the rural areas, but as the situa-
tion was changing pragmatic atti-
tude was required to be adopted. |

Shazia Rasheed of
Parliamentarians Global Action
expressed her gratitude to the

UNFPA, Swiss and Nofwegian$
governments for their coordingf
tion and making the event a syt
cess.—APP
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The Second Sub Reglonal Som.h'

|: inaugurate the.two- -day seminar at - '
| Parliamentarians for Global Action "

: thIl

’

dlekeynotepaper
'13 countries will take: part in the -
~ seminar to discuss how can the HIV
mentanans and community lead-
‘ 1nat10n

South Asia; political commitment,

" rnobilisation will be held durmg

Y an M] at a press bneﬁn -
"t Pﬁsg‘g@b yesterddy
an Khan' MP .CO-
fan ¢ orgdhising com-

mlttee, sa1d HIVIAlds isoneof the -
hlghly pnonused problems across

addressed at policylevel. -

Parllamentary seminar on
"HIV/AIDS held in Islamabad Iast
year,he added. -
'Chief Whip of the Opposmon' ,
Abdus Shahid MP, Ruhul Kuddus

MP and Sazia Rafi, secretary gen-.

“eral of PGA, were also present

e

. Asian_Parliamentary Seminar, on_ - '.
Al HIV/Aldsbegmsmtheatytoday L
l+ . Prime Minister Khaleda Ziawill = "

| ‘Sonargaon-Hotel, organised by the . "
~(PGA), an mtemauonal orgamsa-
Renowned health expe‘rt ,' ahd_
! Spec1a.1 Envoy ‘of the UN Secretary -

General for HIV/Aids in Asia and
' the Pacific Nafis Sadik will read out . .

- About50 parhamentanans fmm s

epldemlc in South'Asia be charac- .
~terised and- how ccan the parlia- i

|: ersfight sngma of HLV and d1scr1m R
- Four workmg sessmns on. HIV m‘-’
care and treatment and resource -

the seminar, _sa1d Zahlr Uddln,-,'-,.j”““‘i

. 'the ‘world."and it needs- to bex-_"' 3

‘The serninar will also Teasséss
the achievement of the first. Sub-';: A
Reglonal South Asian .




Legislators
discuss
steps to

ontain Aids

KARACHI, Jan 30: The
o-day parliamentari-
s’ seminar on HIV/Aids
licy began here on
onday with legislators
)m within the country
d abroad emphasizing
e need for an effective
ategy to contain the
read of the deadly dis-
se in Pakistan before
e situation gets out of
ntrol.
[he participating parlia-
ntarians and representa-
es of UN bodies also
derlined need for prag-
itic legislation and policies
ngside mass awareness
mpaign for the purpose
d for removal of misper-
ptions about Aids.
APAs . from the Senate,
tional Assembly and four
vincial assemblies, as well as
liamentarians from Canada,
laysia, Nepal, New Zealand,
Lanka and Thailand, are
ending the seminar, orga-
ed by the Parliamentarians
Global Action, Sindh
sembly and Aga Khan
iversity in collaboration with
[AIDS.
n her keynote address read
: at the moot, Dr Nafis Sadik,
ecxal Envoy of the UN
‘retary-General to. Pakistan
HIV/Aids, said that Pakistan,
h-an enceuraging national
icy to combat the disease,
s yet to witness a.change in
: underlying conditions.
)r Sadik, who could not attend
: seminar due to her illness,
ressed her concern over the
ge in the cases of HIV/Aids,
1 observed that in the worst-
ected countries, economies
1 the sodciety itself were col-
sing under the burden.
Vith regard to Pakistan, it was
jerved that effective treat-
nt still reached only a small
ction of those infected and
y few cases were reported.
In addition, Sindh, like many
ts of the Pakistan, shows high
es of poverty, illiteracy and
ider inequality, low levels of
vice and information, and

high proportions of young peo-
ple whose behaviour could go
well outside traditional norms.

“In these conditions, a general
HIV/Aids outbreak here is not
only possible, but highly expect-
ed,” she warned, reiterating that
‘low and slow’ epidemic is just
wishful thinking.

The envoy also referred to
other relevant facts, saying that
all conditions were in place for a
general HIV/Aids outbreak
here, in the immediate future.

“The experience in. Pakistan
and elsewhere shows that there
is a way to fight HIV/Aids suc-
cessfully by strong leadership,
early actions, focus on prevent
ing infection, and reaching ou
to people who need protectios
most,” she said referring t
womenfolk.

Dr Nafis Sadik also suggeste:
the need for tackling the loom
ing epidemic through a rea
multi-sectoral approach that ha.
been ‘emphasized by - th
UNGASS Declaration o
Commitment and by the recen
endorsement by the G-8 of scai
ing up through universal acces
by the year 2010.

She said that it was encourag
ing to know that the cost o
HIV/Aids treatment was comin,
down, and that drug regime
were rapidly improving.

The UNAIDS Coordinator i
Bangkok M. Ali Bhuiyan sai
Pakistan needed immediat
measures to check the spread o
HIV/Aids. Otherwise, he addec
the number of people living wit!
the virus might rise to 716,00
by the year 2015 against the pre
sent estimate of 3,000.

He said that the Aids-contrc
programme must become part o
the political agenda and natior
al development plan. “If inte;
vention is not made now
Pakistan may be forced to spen
$35 million annually on accoun
of controlling Aids after 1
years.”

Nimal Siripala, Sri Lanka
Minister for Healthcare an
Nutrition, said the people of th
region, in general, should adof
a cautious but effectiv
approach towards the problem.

“How to introduce publi

Continued on Page 19

SYED Muzaffar Hussain Shah speaks at the seminar on Aids on Monday.—Dawn
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Legislators discuss steps to contain Aids

. Continued from Page 17

awareness about the aspect in accordance
with our respective cultures and back-
grounds is a major challenge,” he said,
adding that his country had attempted to
address this problem by linking it with the
family planning programme.

He suggested that parliamentarians of
South Asia must immediately focus on for-
mulating a safe blood transfusion policy.

He pointed out that 1.5 million people
were contracting the disease every year and
7.4 million people, including a considerable
number of children, were already living
with the scourge.

He proposed availability of ARV drugs
free of cost to those suffering from the dis-
eases.

Parliamentarians are also needed to real-
ize that poverty, illiteracy and ignorance
are aggravating the situation in countries

like Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Maldives

where Aids prevalence is as low yet risks
are high.

Dr Aldo Landi, UNAIDS ' Country
Representative, discussing the global situa-
tion of HIV/Aids, said that till December
2005, more than 40 million such cases had
been registered.

Efforts like this exercise by parliamen-
tarians can help develop linkages and for-
mulate joint strategies with maximum level
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of commitment and strength.

Dr France Donnay, UNFPA

Representative, mentioning that 75 per

cent of HIV transmission appeared to be
due to physical promiscuity, said that meas-
ures to improve reproductive health could
have direct and positive bearing on efforts
to protect women and children from con-
tracting the disease.

She urged the parhamentarlans to
strengthen the policies and programmes
concerning the family planning and mater-
nal care.

Secretary Health Sindh Dr Naushad
Sheikh said that only 1,123 HIV cases had
been reported in Sindh tll date, but for
every diagnosed case, there remained 30
undiagnosed HIV carriers. It is imperative
to discard the stigmatization attached with
HIV.

MPA Fareeha Razzak Haroon said that
out of the total population living below the
poverty line, nearly 35 per cent was inhab-
ited in South Asia, which increased the risk
of the spread of HIV in the region.

The situation in Pakistan is not as critical
as in the neighbouring countries, but it is
gradually worsening, according to her. She
observed that women sex workers was the
second most vulnerable segment on HIV
risk scale following the addicts using
syringes.

Ms Shazla Marri urged parliamentarians

PP

to rise above their political afﬁhauon in
dealing with the problem. .

Citing numerous bills not yet enacted
into law by the Sindh Assembly due to dis-
agreement among opposition and treasury
benches, she said politics must not hinder
the initiatives supposed to be taken in the
greater interest of society.

She said her party, PPP, would submit a
draft bill with the Sindh Assembly to pro-
vide legislative cover to the efforts towards
controlling the HIV/Aids. )

President of the Lawyers for Human
Rights and Legal Aid Mr Zia Awan said that
the people living with the disease, aswell as
their families, needed legal protection
against discrimination. Amendments to the
relevant public health laws were also need-
ed, he added.

The speakers noted that illiteracy and
backwardness was increasing the risk of the
spread of HIV/Aids as due to the lack of
awareness, people appeared reluctant to |

_disclose that they might have been mfect :

ed.

Blood screemng of immigrants, and
tourists was not in vogue which, they sald
was aggravating the situation. |

Speaker of the Sindh Assembly Muzaffar
Hussain Shah, Dr Noor Jehan Panezai and
President of the Aga Khan University Dr
Shams Lakha were among others who.
spoke at the seminar.—PPI/APP
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