
Democratic 
Backsliding
How can we as parliamentarians prevent this?



The story of Maldives 
from 2013- 2018
How a dictator used his party’s majority 
in parliament to take away basic human 
rights and attack rule of law and 
democracy to pave way to loot a nation 
through corruption.



Attack on freedom of Assembly



Actions taken by Parliamentarians



Arresting opposition leaders



Arresting opposition MPs



Action: Helping families of those arrested

• Whatsapp group of wives and families of arrested leaders, MPs and activists.

• Provinding financial assistance for detainees’ families.

• Helping with shopping and errands for detainees’ families.

• Providing free legal counsel for detainees.



Action: Protesting in the Parliament



Military throws out opposition MPs from the 
parliament



Action: Using media to inform and educate the 
public



Attack on media freedom



Defamation Act as a tool to curtail freedom of 
speech



Action: Helped raise funds and create awareness



Action: Keeping the world informed



MPs stripped of their parliament seats



Supreme court under fire from lawyers, public and 
International community



Judges arrested – Declaration of state of 
emergency



Democracy restored!
Lessons learnt:
• Without the help of parliamentarians President 

Yameen could not have committed human rights 
abuses.
• Parliamentarians are a power base and can make a 

huge difference when they work with their 
constituents.
• Only the people of a nation can change its course.
• Mass atrocities don’t happen overnight.
• Importance of fighting back when you see the first 

signs of democratic backsliding.


