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Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Science & Technology
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CPPNM as Strengthened by its 2005 Amendment

• One of the main international tools to prevent and 
respond to malicious acts involving nuclear material 
and facilities

• Important to develop and maintain an adequate 
national legal framework to ensure the safe, secure 
and peaceful use of nuclear technology
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Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (CPPNM)

In force since 8 February 1987

162 Parties

Scope: (threefold)

Physical protection → nuclear material
during international transport

Criminalisation of offences
(prosecution or extradition)

International co-operation and
information exchange
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Amendment to the CPPNM (A/CPPNM)

Adopted in July 2005
In force since 8 May 2016
125 Parties to the Amendment
Extended Scope :

Physical Protection → nuclear facilities and
nuclear material in domestic use, storage and
transport

Criminalization → new offences relating to
nuclear smuggling/illicit trafficking and
sabotage

Expanded co-operation among States
regarding stolen or smuggled nuclear material,
sabotage, and related offences
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CPPNM and the A/CPPNM

Physical Protection Offences International 
Cooperation
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Nuclear material in 
international transport

Cooperation and 
assistance in connection 

with criminal proceedings
and physical protection 

systems,

Information exchange to 
protect or recover unlawfully 

taken material 

Nuclear facilities, and 
nuclear material in 

domestic use, storage and 
transport

Physical protection 
regime (e.g. establishment 

of a legislative and 
regulatory framework, 
competent authority)

Smuggling of nuclear material

Sabotage of nuclear facilities

Coverage of “substantial 
damage to the environment” 

New ancillary offences
(organisation or direction of 

others to commit a listed 
offence)

Expanded cooperation, 
assistance and information 
sharing in case of sabotage

in addition in addition in addition

Intentional unauthorised acts 
involving nuclear material

Threat to use nuclear material to 
cause harm

Theft or robbery of nuclear 
material

Ancillary offences (attempt to 
commit a listed offence and 

participation therein)
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Current Status of CPPNM and its Amendment

Africa 
42/27
(54)

CPPNM Parties: 162 A/CPPNM Parties: 125



Benefits of Joining CPPNM and A/CPPNM

• Enhances the national security of a State

• Facilitates international and regional cooperation and assistance 

• Provides basis for ensuring that persons involved in terrorist and other 
criminal acts are brought to justice 

• Harmonizes approaches to preventing and responding to unlawful acts 
involving nuclear material and facilities

• Contributes to the fulfilment of a State’s obligations under Security 
Council Resolution 1540
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IAEA Assistance

• Development and implementation of Integrated Nuclear Security Support Plans (INSSPs)

• Development of nuclear security guidance documents

• Advisory services such as International Physical Protection Advisory Service (IPPAS) and International 
Nuclear Security Advisory Service (INSServ)

• International seminars, regional and national workshops

• Bilateral legislative assistance in drafting and reviewing implementing legislation

• Awareness and training programs

• E-learning courses on nuclear security

• “Handbook on Nuclear Law” and supplemental “Handbook on Nuclear Law: Implementing Legislation”

• Facilitating Information exchange under the CPPNM and its Amendment through Nuclear Security 
Information Portal (NUSEC)
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Universal adherence to and full implementation of the CPPNM and 
its Amendment, as well as ICSANT, will help enhance national, 
regional and international security by providing a strengthened 
framework for preventing and combating nuclear terrorism and 

other criminal acts.

Take-Away
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Thank you!
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