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MANDATE

In general

 Analise

 Advise

 Alert UN organs and bodies (part. HRC)

 Advocate

 Activate and mobilise local and international 
community

 Follow up to recommendations

Resolution 32/2



RESEARCH 
METHODOLOGY



PROCESS

 On 9 March 2020, the World Health Organisation declared COVID-19 a pandemic, it became 
evident that its impact in the enjoyment of human rights would be unprecedented in our times, 
and the assessment of impact on the lives of LGBT persons around the world became a 
fundamental stream of work for the mandate. 

 On 27 March 2020: opening of the dialogue process.

 Three virtual Town Hall meetings between 30 April and 1 May 2020.

 Over three dozen virtual consultations and meetings gathering activists, human rights 
defenders, civil society leaders, government officials and scholars.

 In total, over 1000 individuals from more than 100 countries contributed anecdotal evidence 
and perspectives on the implications of the pandemic on LGBT persons.
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PROCESS

 On 17 May 2020 the Independent Expert joined a group of 96 United 
Nations and regional Independent Experts in in a statement on the 
impact of the pandemic on LGBT persons. In their joint statement of 17 
May 2020, 96 Independent Experts recognised that “[i]n all latitudes, 
LGBT persons are disproportionately represented in the ranks of the 
poor, people experiencing homelessness, and those without 
healthcare, meaning that they may be particularly affected as a result 
of the pandemic.”



PROCESS

 “These experiences of inequality and discrimination are compounded 
by disability, age, ethnicity/race, sex, indigenous or minority status, 
socioeconomic status and/or caste, language, religion or belief, 
political opinion, national origin, migration or situation of displacement, 
marital and/or maternal status, urban/rural location, health status, and 
property ownership. If States and other stakeholders, including 
businesses and faith-based organizations, are to meaningfully address 
the impact of the pandemic, they must unreservedly acknowledge 
that LGBT persons represent a meaningful cross-section of all of these 
identities, and they must act accordingly.”



GUIDELINES



 On 18 June 2020 the mandate communicated to all UN Member States 
the ASPIRE Guidelines

 The mandate reviewed claims of human rights violations under the 
communication procedure

 Over100 reports, documents and essays published until 30 June 2020
 86 submissions presented as a result of the call for inputs made by the 

mandate.



 The mandate concludes that COVID-19 has disproportionate impact 
on LGBT persons; that, with few exceptions, the response to the 
pandemic reproduces and exacerbates the patterns of social 
exclusion and violence already identified by the Independent Expert; 
and that urgent measures must be adopted by States and other 
stakeholders to ensure that pandemic response if free from violence 
and discrimination and, therefore, in conformity with the tenets of 
international human rights law.


