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Introduction



* Managed, controlled and regulated by 

Arms Act 1975

“An Act to make provision for the importation, 
acquisition and possession of firearms and ammunition”

1. Domestic firearms in Niue



Niue Arms Act 1975



* Administered by “Arms Officer”, by default is the 
Chief of Police. 

* “unlawful weapon” means any pistol, machine gun, 
rifle, air-gun, and any other class of firearm except a 
shot-gun

Niue Arms Act 1975 contd. 



* Why?
i. For hunting birds – pigeons and fruit bat (flying fox, 

peka)
ii. For sports – clay shooting

* What? 12 gauge shotguns 

* Result? Lawful civilian gun ownership is very high 

Firearms – National Context



* Niue’s population – 1,716 as at March 2017 census 

* Police confirm very high civil ownership of firearms 
through registration records

* Average of 3 guns per registered user, some people up 
to 6 guns or more 

* ‘Shooting Season’ main contributor – authorised by 
Cabinet 

* Decrease of gun registration since imposition of shooting 
ban in 2015

Statistics



International Reports

* Alpers & Twyford 2003
Niue has second highest gun ownership in Pacific 

countries, rate of 19.85 users per capita

* McDowell 2012 “… in Niue it estimated to be 
as low one gun to every five people…”

“… with high levels of small arms in circulation, the 
Potential for diversion or misuse by the legal owner 
increases…”



* Gun related violence
- Last murder 2002
- Last report of gun related injury 2012 
- Presenting firearms at persons, often occurrence due to disputes

* Very minimal ‘illegal activity’ 

* ISSUE: ILLEGAL IMPORTATION
- Cabinet shooting ban since 2015
- Prohibits sale of ammunition
- Continued shooting over ban period
- No cases, arrests 
- Highlights vulnerability to more serious offences – take for 

granted NZ border agencies

Statistics

!



* Niue Government actively considering ‘Arms Trade Treaty’
- drive towards & against ‘weapons’
- Pacific Conference on Conventional Weapons Treaties
- model law of New Zealand, contextualized to Niue

* Working on fundamental ‘pillars’ of work against weapons 
of mass destruction

- Chemical Weapons Convention Act 2007
- Nuclear Test Ban Act 2014

2. Niue & ‘disarmament’ 



* Niue Government actively considering ‘Arms Trade Treaty’
- drive towards & against ‘weapons’

* Work on fundamental ‘pillars’ of work against weapons of 
mass destruction

- Chemical Weapons Convention Act 2007
- Nuclear Test Ban Act 2014

* Convention on Cluster Munitions 
* Anti-personnel Mines Convention 

‘Anti-personnel Mines and Cluster Munitions Bill’
* Biological Weapons Convention Bill 2018

Works in Progress



* Domestication of implementing legislation is a requirement 
prior to ratification/accession of Treaties/Conventions

1.Consideration of Treaty – by invitation or Political will
2. Ratification Proposal 
3. Circulation for Government Ministries comments
4. Compilation of Cabinet Proposal
5. Draft of Implementing Legislation (usually model law)
6. Cabinet Submission twofold:

i) To ratify the Convention 
ii) To pass legislation to implement Convention 

7. Should Cabinet approve – prepare documentation for tabling 
draft legislation in Legislative Assembly, and ratification 
documentation 
8. Subject to Legislative Assembly, enact legislation and deposit 
Instrument of Ratification 

Ratification Process



Ratification Proposals 











Biological Weapons Convention Bill 
2018

* Domestic procedures - legislation 
requisite of Ratification of Treaties

* Cabinet authorized accession to the 
BWC in March 2018

* Bill tabled in Parliament, 1st reading 
March 2018

* Referred Bills Committee 
* Amendments made
* 2nd reading in May 2018



Participation of Women 
Parliamentarians

* Niue’s Legislative Assembly:
- 20 members 
- 14 Village Constituencies & 6 Common Roll seats

* 5 women in Assembly – one quarter of Niue’s Assembly
Vaainga Tukuitonga, Joan Viliamu, Mona Ainuu, Maureen 
Melekitama, O’Love Jacobsen
* Representation on Interior / Select Committees
* Highest representation of women in Politics in the Pacific
* Bills Committee – chaired and vice chaired by women MPs, 

Crown Law sit in
* High representation of women in key Government roles
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Fakaue Lahi – Thank You


