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Despite oceans being critical to human survival, there is a shocking lack of 
transparency and accountability in the international fishing industry, which often 
leads to environmental crimes and human rights violations. 

Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA), a network of approximately 1,400 
member parliamentarians from 143 countries, is mobilizing its members as a crucial 
force to combat illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing. Legislators are a 
critical element in the global effort to achieve SDG14. 

This side event will discuss the key role of parliamentarians in the national 
implementation of the Action Plan and the fostering of political will to protect the 
Oceans. Parliamentarians are democratically elected representatives of the people 
who can use their voice, visibility, and legislative power to bring about change. 
Additionally, they can pose questions to their governments, place public pressure 
on governments to take action, and utilize their visibility and platform to increase 
attention on key issues. During this side event, the panelists and participants will 
discuss the role of Parliamentarians in the implementation of SDG 14. 
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For more information on PGA’s work on the protection of the Oceans and this event, 
please contact Ms. Leyla Nikjou at leyla.nikjou@pgaction.org 
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