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PGA Members from Uganda, Central African Republic and Democratic Republic of
Congo applaud US government’s renewed efforts to arrest Joseph Kony & Co.

31 March 2014 Bangui/ Kampala/ Kinshasa/ New York/ The Hague: Statement made by:

Hon Stephen Tashobya, MP (Uganda), Chair PGA National Group Uganda, Member PG.A Executive Commrittee
Dep. Marcel Djimasse, MP (Central African Republic), Chair PGA National Group CAR

Dep. Dieudonné Upira Sunguma, MP (Democratic Republic of the Congo), Chair PG.A National Group
DRC.

“The Ugandan, CAR and DRC members of PGA, a global parliamentary network dedicated to promote human
rights and the fight against impunity for international crimes that shock the conscience of humankind, earnestly
applauds the US government on its recent decision to send military troops to hunt down Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) leader — Joseph Kony and other fugitives.

Since 2005, the International Criminal Court (ICC) has issued Arrest Warrants against Joseph Kony and other
leaders of the LRA for crimes against humanity and war crimes. This initiative will boost the pursuit of fugitives
whose arrest is an avenue to bring justice and redress to the victims and contribute to lasting peace. The absence
of the LRA from its territory has granted relative peace to Northern Uganda, due to the absence of accountability
and truth-finding processes the almost 20 years lasting conflict has not come to an end yet. Moreover, the LRA
continues to commit gross human rights violations in the DRC and the CAR. Therefore, their arrest may
significantly facilitate the processes of peace-making and stabilization in the region. Through the engagement of
new Special Forces in the pursuit of the LRA leadership, the United States is demonstrating its commitment to
end the sufferings of civilians in the region and to cooperate with the ICC and the domestic institutions of States
Parties to the Rome Statute.

While we, therefore, strongly applaud and support the increase in military assistance from the US government and
the regional forces in the pursuit of these fugitives, and recognize the very difficult circumstances in which they
are fulfilling their mandate, we nevertheless wish to remind these forces of the imperative need for perpetrators
to be brought to justice — a course of action which can only be achieved when the suspects are captured alive. We
urge, consequently, that all reasonable efforts be made during the military operations to arrest and subsequently
surrender any and all ICC indictees to the ICC for trial. PGA members also encourage all adequate and targeted
initiatives that can be taken by other States, organization or relevant stakeholders to bring about the arrest and
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surrender to the Court of any person wanted by it and present in their territories, such as the leaders of the
Lotd’s Resistance Army.””!

About PGA

Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA) is the largest transnational network of Members of Parliaments from
all regions of the world who, in their individual capacity, support the effective operation of the ICC and domestic
jurisdictions to end impunity.

Members of PGA have contributed to 76 of the 122 ratifications of, or accession to the Rome Statute to date.
PGA is a member of the Steering Committee of the Coalition for the ICC. The PGA Campaign for the
Universality and Effectiveness of the Rome Statute system receives support from the European Commission,
European Union and the Governments of The Netherlands and Switzerland, as well as from Humanity United.

The PGA Complementarity Project in DRC, Uganda and Kenya is supported by the John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation.

On-line access to PGA ICC Campaign:
http://www.pgaction.ore/countries/africa/drc.html
http://www.pgaction.org/countries /africa/uganda.html
http://www.pgaction.org/countries/africa/central-african-republic.html
http://www.pgaction.org/programmes/ilhr/overview.html
https:/ /www.facebook.com/pgaction -- http://twitter.com/#!/PGAction
http://www.flickr.com/photos/pgaction/collections

1 On this issue see also the PGA Bangui declaration www.pgaction.org/pdf/pre/Declaration%e20ENG%20PGA%20CAR%20final.pdf

and the PGA Rome Plan of Action, also making references to that
www.pgaction.org/pdf/activity/Rome Plan of Action ENG Final.pdf
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