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Overview

General overview of MPAs and their 
importance

AMCO’s efforts to protect the oceans 
and the livelihoods of local  communities   

Perspectives





Importance of the ocean

Generate over 50% of 
the oxygen we breathe

Rich biodiversity Food security

Climate regulation Support economy 
Marine time Transport 
and connectivity 
between countries 

Support tourism Medicine 



Threats to 
the ocean

https://intothesalishsea.org/the-most-insidious-threat-to-our-ocean/



A global initiative to 
halt biodiversity 
loss

• Scientists agree that 30% is the minimum 
requirement to maintain ocean health. 
Hence the 30 x 30 objective

• Two international frameworks support the 
attainment of this objective:

• Global Framework for Biodiversity 
Kunming-Montreal (2022)

• Biodiversity Beyond National 
Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Agreement (2023, 
2026)



What is a Marine 
Protected Area 
(MPA)?

A geographically defined marine 
area that is designated and 
managed to achieve specific long-
term biological diversity 
conservation objectives 

It may allow, where appropriate, 
sustainable use provided it is 
consistent with the conservation 
objectives



Strategies for 30 x 30 objective

MPAs in the High Seas

➢ Ratification of BBNJ 
Agreement

➢ Designation and effective 
implementation of High Seas 
MPAs

MPAs in the national waters

➢ Creation of MPAs

➢Effective governance of 
MPAs

➢ Prohibition of destructive 
activities like bottom trawling 
in MPAs



Why MPAs are important?

The spill over effect

• MPAs act like a "bank account" for fish.

• Inside the MPA: Fish grow larger and live longer. They reproduce 
more successfully.

• The Benefit: The young fish (larvae) drift out to neighboring areas. 
Adult fish seeking new territory "spill over" the boundary lines.

• Result: Fishermen outside the MPA catch more and larger fish than 
before the MPA was established.



Blue Marine Foundation



Importance for Local 
Communities: Economic 
Benefits

• Fisheries Sustainability: MPAs ensure 
that fish stocks remain healthy for 
future generations of local fishers, 
stabilizing income.

• Tourism: Healthy, vibrant marine 
ecosystems attract divers, snorkelers, 
and eco-tourists. This creates jobs in:

• Tour guiding and diving 
operations

• Hospitality (hotels, restaurants)

• Transportation



Importance for Local Communities: Food Security & Culture

• Food Security: For many coastal communities, seafood 
is the primary source of protein. MPAs act as a food 
insurance policy.

• Cultural Preservation: Many indigenous and local 
communities have a deep cultural connection to the 
sea. MPAs can help protect traditional fishing practices 
and cultural heritage sites.

• Livelihood Diversification: MPAs often provide training 
for locals to transition from extractive industries 
(fishing) to sustainable industries (eco-tourism, 
restoration work).



Importance for Local 
Communities: Resilience 
& Safety

• Storm Protection: Healthy ecosystems 
protected by MPAs—such 
as mangroves, coral reefs, and seagrass 
beds—act as natural barriers.

• They absorb wave energy, reducing coastal 
erosion and flooding during storms, 
hurricanes, and sea-level rise.

• Water Quality: MPAs often include 
regulations that reduce pollution, leading 
to cleaner water for swimming, drinking 
(where applicable), and tourism.



What are Areas 
Beyond National 
Jurisdiction (ABNJ)?

Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction 
(ABNJ) comprise two distinct zones:

• The High Seas: The water 
column beyond the 200-nautical 
mile Exclusive Economic Zones 
(EEZs) of coastal states.

• The Area: The seabed and ocean 
floor subsoil beyond the limits of 
national jurisdiction (the 
"International Seabed Area").



The Misconception of 
"Empty" Oceans

• For decades, ABNJ were viewed as 
distant, resource-barren, and resilient.

• We now know they are not empty 
deserts but dynamic systems home to 
extraordinary life.

• They host the world's largest animal 
migration (the vertical migration of 
mesopelagic fish).

• They contain unique ecosystems found 
nowhere else.



Ecological Significance: 
The Engine Room of the 
Planet

• Oxygen Production: Oceanic 
phytoplankton (mostly in ABNJ) 
produce over 50% of the oxygen we 
breathe.

• Carbon Sink: The high seas absorb 
approximately 25% of human-
generated CO2 and capture 90% of the 
excess heat from global warming.

• Climate Regulation: Ocean currents 
(like the Atlantic Meridional 
Overturning Circulation) regulate 
global climate patterns.

NOAA



Biodiversity hotspot

ABNJ are not homogenous; they contain
diverse ecosystems:

• Hydrothermal Vents: Chemosynthetic
ecosystems supporting life (tube 
worms, extremophiles) independent of 
sunlight.

• Seamounts: Underwater mountains
acting as biodiversity hubs and 
"stepping stones" for species
migration.



Economic & Resource Value

• Fisheries: ABNJ support about 10-12% of the global 
marine fish catch (valued at $10-16 billion annually). 
Key species: tuna, swordfish, and toothfish.

• Genetic Resources (Bioprospecting): Marine organisms
in extreme environments produce unique enzymes and 
compounds used in:

• Pharmaceuticals (anti-cancer agents, antivirals)

• Industrial processes (deep-sea enzymes used in 
PCR testing)

• Mineral Resources: The Area contains vast deposits of 
polymetallic nodules, cobalt crusts, and sulfides 
containing nickel, copper, manganese, and rare earth
elements essential for green technology (batteries, 
wind turbines).





Situation of MPAs in the Gulf of Guinea



Ndongere Marie National Park 
(proposed): 1010 Km2

Douala-Edea National Park: 
1135 Km2

Manyange Na Elombo
Campo Marine National Park: 
1107 Km2



AMCO’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT THE 
OCEANS AND THE LIVELIHOODS OF 
LOCAL COMMUNITIES                   

• Research & biodiversity protection

• Data collection on sharks & rays for 
advocacy actions of the protection of 
these species



➢ Plus de 100 pêcheurs au Cameroun
➢ Siren déployé dans 10 pays 
➢ Plus de 40000 observations documentées

Siren Citizen Science
Turn observations of 
marine wildlife into
actionable conservation 
data



Promoting governance of MPAs

➢ Advocacy actions for 
national & cross border 
participative governance

➢ Research on the habitats in 
MPAs for ecosystem 
restoration



Project to Support Participatory Marine Conservation and 
Adaptation for the Oceans

(Pro-CAMPO)
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Notre 
Approche: 4 
Piliers 
d'Intervention



Seabed exploration and habitat mapping in 
Cameroon’s MPA



The fight against IUU fishing

EU Warnings

● Yellow card (2021): Warning 
from the EU due to insufficient 
control over the fishing fleet 
and lack of corrective action to 
curb IUU fishing.

● Red card (2023): Formal 
sanction after continued non-
compliance banning seafood 
exports to the EU under 
Cameroon’s flag.



RESULTS

1. July & December 2024: Promulgation of 2 key national laws 

regulating forestry & fisheries



2. 06 interministerial working sessions →March 2026: signature of 
the 3 implementing decrees on fisheries, aquaculture & common 

provisions



3. Official endorsement of the Global Charter for 
Fisheries Transparency

Cameroon endorsed the Global

Charter for fisheries

transparency during the 2025

Our Ocean Conference in

Busan, South Korea

https://oceana.org/press-releases/nations-advance-ocean-transparency-at-10th-our-ocean-conference/


4.Publication of fishing license lists

Since 2023, MINEPIA has

regularly published authorized

fishing vessel lists for

Cameroon’s EEZ on its

website, marking an important

step in improving transparency

and accountability in the

fisheries sector



Advocacy actions at national & international level 
→OOSC, UNOC, National Assembly    
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Quelques réalisations



Blue economy & climate change

• AMCO’s participation in the
redaction of the Blue Pact for
Africa in Morocco (October
2025, January 2026…)

• Contribution in the creation &
implementation of the national
network of marine & coastal
stakeholders



Income generating activities for fishing communities



WHAT 
NEXT FOR 

AMCO?

Concerning MPAs:

➢Pro CAMPO project (2026-2030)

➢ Campaign to ban and monitor bottom trawling in and 
around the Manyange na Elombo-Campo Marine Park 
project (2026)

➢ Member of Wiliam Consortium & High Seas Alliance

➢ Continuous advocacy actions for effective 
implementation of the 30 x 30 objective & 2030 
Target of SDG 14.6

Concerning IUU fishing:

➢ “Promoting fisheries transparency & good governance 
in Cameroon” project (2026-2028)



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
KEEN ATTENTION

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KEEN 

ATTENTION


