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WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS ANSWER?

© “Story of the Nation”, 22 Nov. 2015
Fmr. Minister Stephen Cadiz (UNC)

2010-15 Member of Parliament for Chaguanas East



RIGHTS REQUIRE FULFILMENT

We all “have” them

but we don’t all ENJOY them



How Parliamentarians can fulfil rights:

• Engage in dialogue with those who have, 
to learn how doing so is politically feasible

• Recognize them in law, policy and custom

• Include all/treat all equally in protection
– enumerate overlooked groups

– repeal punitive/discriminatory provisions

• Remove other barriers to enjoyment of rights

• Ensure redress/justice for violations
– machinery – access

• Promote their promotion and defence



How Parliamentarians can fulfil rights:

Use legislation and oversight to
EXPAND social justice and equality

AVOID using legislation and policy 
to re-entrench traditional inequalities



IT TAKES MORE THAN
15 MINUTES
or 4 HOURS

PLEASE
Keep Asking, and Learning!


